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Since our last newsletter, it seems that the pandemic has started to flatten. As areas begin to open up, 

we pray that this trend will continue as we all hope to return soon to being able to perform our acts of 

service in a less stressful environment.  

As we consider the Forum, those who have attended in the past know that it is not only a learning event 

but is equally just as important to us as a social event. It is a time when we get together to share and 

learn new ideas but also to renew old friendships and make new friends. Personally, I know that the Fo-

rum has been a highlight of my year. I have been able to attend 23 Forums and each one has its own 

special memories.   

The Louisville Forum promises to be one of our best ever and the Lions of Kentucky are excited for us to 

visit their part of the world and enjoy all the things that are offered there. The Forum Planning Commit-

tee continues to evaluate the feasibility of whether we should hold the Forum due to the current pan-

demic situation. Consultation with the Convention Center, hotels and Louisville Tourism continues as we 

evaluate the situation. Will things be different should we decide to move forward? Yes, they most likely 

will. As we have reviewed current new procedures issued by the Convention Center and the hotels, we 

will be asked to perform social distancing in order to protect the safety of all attendees. In that respect, 

the Forum will be a little different when it comes to seating in the seminar rooms and meal events. How-

ever, the Forum will not be unique in that respect because we are already being faced with social dis-

tancing wherever we go even in our own communities.  

Our Early Bird registration continues through May 31 and registrations are still coming in. As we continue 

to evaluate the situation, the next decision point will be mid-June as the Planning Committee will decide 

whether to move forward or cancel the event. As previously announced, should the decision be 

made to cancel the Forum, all who have already registered will be given the option of either a 

full refund or rolling over their registration to the 2021 Des Moines Forum.   

See y’all in Louisville! 

And We’re Off…To Winning Leadership! 

PID Harvey Whitley, General Chairperson 
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Planning Special Events   

At each USA Canada Lions Leadership Forum, 
many groups gather to meet, greet and social-
ize outside of the organized events already 
planned.  If your group wishes to host a break-
fast, special event or meeting at any of the ho-
tels or the Kentucky International Convention 
Center, KICC, please contact PID Randy    
Heitmann, Facilities Chair at                          
byron@swnebr.net               

http://www.lionsforum.org
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                Childhood  Cancer Symposium 

We invite you to join us on Thursday, September 
17, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. for a very special Childhood 
Cancer Symposium presented by Four Diamonds. 
With Childhood Cancer being one of Lions Clubs 
International’s five global causes, and its newest, it 
is important that we learn as much as we can 
about this dreadful disease and how we as Lions 
can step up to make a difference in the lives of 
childhood cancer patients and their families. 
 
In the U.S., more children die from cancer than 
any other disease, with 16,000 kids diagnosed eve-
ry year. Unfortunately, 1 in 5 children who are di-
agnosed will not survive. Four Diamonds is on a 

mission to change this reality. The Four Diamonds mission is to conquer childhood cancer by assist-
ing children and their families through superior care, comprehensive support and innovative re-
search. 
 
During the 2 ½ hour presentation, attendees hear from Four Diamonds researcher and Assistant Pro-
fessor of the Department of Pediatrics at Penn State College of Medicine, Megan Young, PhD, MBA. 
Dr. Young will discuss how childhood cancer cells develop, how childhood cancers differ from adult 
cancers and how the support of Four Diamonds has been critical to development of Penn State 
Health's nationally and internationally recognized research programs, which are leading the fight to 
find better treatments and cures for all childhood cancers. 
 
In addition, information will be shared regarding how Four Diamonds supports more than 90 pediat-
ric oncology research professionals at Penn State College of Medicine, who conduct a full spectrum of 
cancer research. Having a better understanding of how cancer works helps Four Diamonds to devel-
op new, more effective treatments, which are then tested through clinical trials. The Four Diamonds 
Pediatric Cancer Research Center is not only benefiting children at Penn State Children's Hospital in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, but also children and families around the world.  To save every child, re-
search is our only hope for a cure. 
 
In addition, attendees have the opportunity to hear from Four Diamonds Executive Director, Suzanne 
Graney, who will provide a brief history of Four Diamonds and explain how programs like the Penn 
State IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon (THON) and Four Diamonds Mini-THON® are essential reve-
nue streams.  Since being founded 1972, this financial support has allowed Four Diamonds to help 
more than 4,000 children and families. 
 
Last, but certainly not least, Four Diamonds Associate Director, Katie Anderson, will talk about an 
amazing partnership between the PA State Council of Lions Clubs (MD-14) and Four Diamonds, which 
began in June 2018. Through the “Lions Care – For The Kids™” program, the PA Lions have mobi-
lized their 19,000 member network to raise nearly $100,000 to assist Four Diamonds in their mission 
to conquer childhood cancer.  Learn how your Lions can do the same! 
 
By attending and participating in this informative and interactive symposium, Lions will not only learn 
more about what childhood cancer is, but how Lions can help support this international focus in your 
own community. 
 
Let’s live up to our motto: "We Serve," by making a difference in the lives of children fighting cancer 
and ensuring that "Where There's a Need, There's a Lion." Hope to see you there! 
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