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USA Canada Lions  

Virtual Leadership  

Experience 

 

The summer has flown by quickly as we are now already into the month of September. For the last 44 years, September has 

always meant that the USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum is coming soon. This year we anticipated a record turnout in our 

host city of Louisville. Your Forum Planning Committee and Host Committee were filled with excitement.  Then all those dreams 

got changed by something none of us expected to have such an impact on our lives. COVID 19 changed our plans.  We sadly 

had to cancel our trip to Louisville for 2020.  

Although we were saddened by having to change our plans, we are now excited about the Virtual Leadership Experience that we 

have planned for you, September 25-27, 2020. Your Planning Committee has worked hard to produce what should be a very 

informative and educational event. Not only will there be seminars, but we also will have our two professional speakers on board 

that were originally scheduled for Louisville. We are also going to have Exhibitors and Sponsor Booths for you to visit. If you 

have never attended a virtual forum, this is your chance.  It is not too late to sign up. The cost is only $20 for the entire event 

but you need to register by midnight September 23rd in order to participate. So far, as I write this article, 1209 have registered. 

Thank you! 

As we have put this virtual experience together for you, our Planning Committee has had numerous Zoom conferences and 

training sessions. It has been hard work, but I could not be prouder of this team of dedicated Lions. To put it in perspective, one 

of our team members stated that what we normally plan in six months we have done in six weeks. Working together, we have 

produced what will be an event that we feel will be of great benefit to those who are able to attend. 

As I close, I want to share with you something that we normally wait until the last night of the Forum to announce. As you 

know, we will be going to Des Moines in 2021, Calgary in 2022, and Reno in 2023. I am proud to announce that the 2024 Forum 

will be hosted by none other than Louisville! Yes, Louisville will once again be our destination and the General Chairperson will 

be PID Steve Sherer from Ohio. Louisville is excited to be given another chance to show off their beautiful new convention cen-

ter and the many attractions the area offers.  

I am proud to have been given the opportunity to be the General Chairperson for 2020. Although it has not turned out quite the 

way we planned, it has still been an experience of a lifetime. Very few get to sit in this chair.  I am humbled to have been one of 

those few. I could not have been blessed with a better Planning Committee Team nor could I have had a better Louisville Host 

Committee led by PCC Chuck Carlson. Thanks for the memories.  

PID Harvey Whitley 

2020 Forum General Chairperson 

Register for the USA Canada Lions Virtual Leadership Experience by  

September 23, 2020! 

Go to www.lionsforum.org 

Click on register 

From Our General Chair, PID Harvey Whitley 

 

http://www.lionsforum.org
https://members.lionsforum.org/event-3925061
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Don’t miss your chance to register! 

 

 

 

Interested in Hosting a      
Future Forum???? 

The USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum reaches 
out to all parts of North America every year in an 
effort to identify cities that might be interested in 
showcasing their area by hosting a future Forum.  
A seminar is held during each Forum that explains 
the entire bidding procedure.  A bid package is 
made available to all attending the seminar that 
includes a flash drive containing all the necessary 
information to complete a Forum bid.   Unfortu-
nately, with this year’s Forum in Louisville being 
cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, this 
opportunity will not take place. 

However, an electronic version of the 2025 Bid 
Package can be obtained by contacting Forum Sec-
retary Bud Wahl.  The 2025 bid package is self-
explanatory, however if any questions arise or 
clarification is needed on any aspect of the bidding 
process, please contact Secretary Bud.  The com-
pleted 2025 bids need to be received by February 
28, 2021. 

Future Forums awarded are:  2021 Des Moines; 
2022 Calgary; 2023 Reno; 2024 Louisville 

Hosting a Forum requires the Host City to ade-
quately meet the educational needs of the Forum 
and be a comfortable, affordable environment for 
the attendees which attracts an average attend-
ance of approximately 2,000.  The Single or Multi-
ple District must work closely with the local Visi-
tor’s Bureau throughout the process.  In fact, once 
the Lions of the area decide to submit a bid, the 
local Visitor’s Bureau typically completes most of 
the work on the bid. 

There are six main areas of a bid that need consid-
eration:  hotels, convention facilities, catering, 
transportation, audio/visual and local Lions volun-
teers.  The Forum is planned and organized by the 
Forum Planning Committee.  However, there is a 
Host Committee, made up of local Lions, which 
plays a major role in the success of the Forum.  
Hosting a USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum is 
an exciting experience.  The economic impact a 
Forum has on a city and the surrounding area is 
long lasting.  Pre and Post tours are typically made 
available so attendees can enjoy the local attrac-
tions the Host City has to offer. 

For more information, or to obtain a 2025 Bid 
Package, please contact: 

Bud Wahl, Forum Secretary 

pidbud@yahoo.com 

628 Boys St. 

Streator, IL 61364 

http://www.lionsforum.org
mailto:pidbud@yahoo.com
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Follow Us On…  

 

What to Expect from a Virtual Forum? 

When participants join the USA Canada Lions Virtual Leadership Learning Experience, 
September 25-28, 2020, there will be several options.  Attendees can join the general 
sessions to hear International President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi or professional speakers, 
Katherine Greenland and Striker Corbin.   

Another option is to join a seminar.  From membership to service, there is something for 
everyone!  Recordings of the seminars will be made available for 90 days following the 
forum to the registered attendees.  So, if there was a topic of interest that was missed, it 
will still be available.   

Attendees will also have the opportunity to visit the exhibit booths which feature our 
sponsors and exhibitors.  These booths have been crafted to provide current information, 
short videos, sale items and much more.   

 

 

 Thank You Planning Committee 

Each year the Forum Planning Committee 

comes together to organize the annual 

event.  Meetings are held in October to 

begin planning for the upcoming year.  

When this group gathered in Louisville, no 

one knew the hurdles to be faced due to 

COVID-19.  These lions found a way around, 

through or under those hurdles.  Thank you 

Lions for your dedication to leadership! 

Download Welch Allyn Reopening Guide  

http://savesight.welchallyn.com/
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Want to hear a message from         

Katherine Greenland, our opening Key-

note, about the upcoming USA Canada 

Lions Virtual Learning Experience? 

Click HERE to view Katherine’s 

message  

https://www.facebook.com/usacanadalionsleadershipforum/videos/641704280062720
https://www.facebook.com/usacanadalionsleadershipforum/videos/641704280062720
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REGISTER HERE  

http://www.lionsforum.org
http://www.lionsforum.org

